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Background 
The project focuses on Pásztó 

Pasture which Natura 2000 site has 
high natural values and situated 
between Túrkeve and Mezőtúr. 
The partners of the project are 
Herman Otto Nature Conservation 
Circle (HOTEK), Tiszatáj Public 
Foundation and the Hortobágy Nati-
onal Park Directorate. The project is 
co-financed by the European Union 
and the Ministry of Agriculture.

Considering its professional 
content during the 3 years of the 
project the ownership relations 
of the area will improve, so as 
the water management, the ma-
nagement plan of the area will 
be prepared which is a national 
obligation as well. The indigenous 
livestock of the Association will 
be increased and the animal 
husbandry farm which belongs to 
the HOTEK will be renovated. The 
interested farmers can follow the 
activities through several forums 
and seminars.

The LIFE Programme 
The LIFE programme is the 

EU’s funding instrument for the 
environment and climate action. 
The general objective of LIFE is to 
contribute to the implementation, 
updating and development of EU 

environmental and climate poli-
cy and legislation by co-financing 
projects with European added value.

LIFE began in 1992 and to date 
there have been four complete 
phases of the programme (LIFE I: 
1992-1995, LIFE II: 1996-1999, 
LIFE III: 2000-2006 and LIFE+: 
2007-2013). During this period, 
LIFE has co-financed some 3954 
projects across the EU, contributing 
approximately €3.1 billion to the 
protection of the environment.

Natura 2000 
Natura 2000 is a network of 

core breeding and resting sites for 
rare and threatened species, and 
some rare natural habitat types 
which are protected in their own 
right. It stretches across all 28 EU 
countries, both on land and at sea. 
The aim of the network is to ensure 
the long-term survival of Europe’s 
most valuable and threatened spe-
cies and habitats, listed under both 
the Birds Directive and the Habitats 
Directive.

Stretching over 18 % of the 
EU’s land area and almost 6 % of 
its marine territory, it is the largest 
coordinated network of protected 
areas in the world. It offers a haven 
to Europe’s most valuable and 
threatened species and habitats.
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Project area
The project is targeting the 

endangered priority habitat 1530 * 
Pannonic saline steppes and marches 
according to the Habitat Directive. It is 
highly influenced by a pannonic climate 
with extreme temperatures and aridity 
in summer. The enrichment of salt in 
the soil is due to high evaporation of 
ground water during summer. The 
salinity of the area is increasing due 
to the drainage system because the 
ditch is taking away the water and 
the evaporation from the deeper soil 
into the surface. These habitat types 
are partly of natural origin and partly 
under a distinct influence of cattle 
grazing. Around the area there are 
high value pastures which are under 
the coordination and the management 
of two National Parks the Hortobágy 
NPD and Körös-Maros NPD (Dévavá-
nyai Plain, Ecsegi Plain, Csejt Pasture). 

These areas have a high natural 
heritage where nationally protected 
species can find their vital conditions 
like Otis tarda, Spermophilus citellus, 
etc. The target area, Pásztó Pasture has 
an ecological stepping stone function 
between Közép Tisza-vidék and the 
Hortobágy by making connections 
between the two protected habitats. 
It is situated between the two national 
parks, and it is also a county boundary 
therefore both National Parks consider 
Pásztó as an outlying area which does 
not have a nationally protected status 
but “only” the EU directives protect the 
territory. The conservation of its natural 
conditions and cohabitation is vital for 
the species’ spreading and settling.

About the current conservation 
status of the area, it is under the 
protection of the local government 
and the EU Habitat Directive. In spite 
of this the farmers from the area 
noticed that species are disappearing 

because of the changes in the land 
use practise and in the water mana-
gement. The proper circumstances 
of the reconstruction are available. 
Our surveys showed that the lack of 
grazing animals, the degradation of 
the diversity of the herd and the miss 
of the inland water regulation have 
a significant negative effect on the 
grassland. The marshy meadow hosts 
the rare Cirsium brachycephalum, 
which is included in the Annex II of 
the Habitat Directive.

Besides of this the area hosts a lot 
of other plant species. Among of them 
Centaurea solstitialis and Lathyrus 
nissolia are protected under the 
Hungarian Nature Conservation Law.

There is also an arthropod Lycaena 
dispar in the wet meadow which is 
included in Annex II. of the Habitat 
Directives. 

The area is frequently used by 
some bird species (Aquila heliaca, 
Falco vespertinus, Falco cherrug, Otis 
tarda) what are included in the Annex 
I. of the Birds Directives.

Objectives
1. The major aim is the restoration, 

preservation, protection and 
nature conservation development 
of Pásztói-legelő. The area is 
saline Pannonian steppe thus 
protecting its biomes with aspect 
of the ecological needs of the 
following species is main priority: 
Centaurea solstitialis, Cirsium 

brachycephalum, Lathyrus nissolia 
and Lycaena dispar.

2. The project aims to establish a 
traditional sustainable extensive 
grassland management system 
what would preserve the Pan-
nonian steppe as the habitat 
type*1530 of the Natura 2000.

3. A proper water management 
system is also a project objective.

4. Increasing the public awareness 
is also objective of the project.

Actions and means involved:

• organising board of landowners of the 
area,

• preparing Management Plan,
• procurement of shares of joint land 
property,

• renovation and expansion of the 
existing animal husbandry farm,

• procurement of livestock,
• establishment of sustainable extensive 
grassland management,

• establishment of Land Stewardship 
Advisory Service,

• insulate dangerous electric pylons,
• dissemination of nature friendly land 
management, introduction of livestock 
management  and natural values of 
the area,

• wide range of communication including 
project web page and signboards,

• technical & financial management, 
training of project staff, held Steering 
Committee meetings,

• monitoring successful implementation 
of the project.
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We hope that the Great Bustard soon going to nest in the area again

The shorebirds are regular guests in the spring on the residue water of 
the pasture, such as this Wood Sandpiper

The grazing of endemic livestock grazed improves natural condition 
of grasslands 

The channels and water stains has frequently occurring species of 
Community interest: Fire-bellied Toad 
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Results
Action „A”
Preparing actions

Preparing the project activities we 
established a Board of Landowners. 
The board of landowners dominated 
by the project partners and their 
allies established during 2012-13 to 
organise the management of the area 
with special reference to the natural 
values. The decreased number of the 
owners helps us allowed the proper 
grassland management method to be 
established in the area because the 
remaining owners have been using 
their land (as grassland!) therefore 
everyone’s best interest now is the 
sustainable grassland management.

We made the Management Plan 
of the Pásztói-legelő (HUHN20148) 
Natura 2000 site. The endorsed ma-
nagement plan guides the sustainable 

management of the area to ensure 
the best quality of this unique habitat, 
the conservation of the natural values 
of the site and the safe introduction of 
them. We used the management plan 
proposal since 2013. The up to date 
plan has been available on the project 
website.

Action „B”
Land purchase

Our partner, the Tiszataj Public 
Foundation purchased about 35 ha land 
form 98 owners in the shared property. 
By purchasing the lands the number of 
owners can be reduced and the group 
of owners including Tiszatáj Public 
Foundation and the allies of the project 
beneficiaries who are interested in the 
conservation of the natural values by 
appropriate farming would have the 
opportunity to make decisions within 
the board of landowners.

Action „C”
Concrete conservation actions 

We renovated barn, which would 
accommodate about 100 sheep, 
25 cattle 10 horses and 5 buffalos 
in extreme weather condition. The 
renovated shepherd’s apartment 
would accommodate a shepherd 
who is needed at the site to provide 
constant control on the livestock. 
Due to the installation of the 
drinking-through system, the water 
supply of the animals is solved 
without labour force and the electric 
fence makes the separation of the 
stock possible. The barn house was 
dedicated to nature conservation 
without time limit. We purchased a 
new husbandry farm for sheep. This 
farm house was dedicated to nature 
conservation without time limit too. 
We established a new water supply 
system at „Hidegnevelde” and the 
new barn as well by buying two 
small drinking-water tankers.

We purchased the planned 
amount of livestock for the 
maintenance of the Natura 2000 
area continuous grazing is necessary 
– the best with endemic livestock: 
100 sheep, 15 Hungarian cattle, 10 
Hungarian grey cattle, 5 buffalos, 10 
horses. 

In concrete conservations action 
new water management system 
installed. 

Established sustainable extensive 
grassland management by the using 
the purchased livestock. The mana-

gement measures of the habitat do 
not pose any risk to the population of 
protected species with a community 
interest.

During the project period we 
regularly monitored regularly the 
presence of invasive species on the 
project area.

Action „D” 
Public awareness 

We started a project website.We 
produced and distributed 1500 items 
of A5 brochures and 3000 items of 
leaflets about the extensive grassland 
management, 6000 copies of A4 size 
educational colouring tale book, 
6000 copies of A4 size educational 
practicing book for children, 3000 
copies of A5 size 24 pages brochure 
about natural values and the nature 
friendly extensive land use system 
for visitors, 2000 copies of A5 size 
24 pages brochure about endemic 
livestock for visitors, 6000 items of 
leaflets, 6000 item of stickers for 
children. We published a film about 
the nature values of the area, the 
project and its achievements, 20 
articles for newspapers, 3 scientific 
publications, 9 press releases. We 
organised Permanent exhibition 
of the Pásztói-legelő Natura 2000 
site, the projekt work and its 
achievements in Fekete István 
Visitors Centre opened. St. Georg’s 
Day. , two two-day conference, and 
presented 4 scientific presentations 
on conferences.
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Action „E”
Overall project operation and 

monitoring 
This actions ensured the mana-

gement and the operability of the 
project during the project time. The 
PasztoLIFE program started in 2011 
and closed in 2015. The professional 
monitoring (Pannonic salt steppes 
and salt marshes; and Large Copper 
and arthropod communities) shows 
us the following results:
- Beside the species protected in 

Hungary, several Ground beetle spe-
cies that are rare in the Pannonian 
biogeographical region were also 
found: Amara fulvipes, Amara littorea, 
Carabus ullrichi planitiae, Dinodes 
decipiens, Harpalus hospes, Lebia 
chlorocephala, Lebia cyanocephala, 
Licinus cassideus,  Notiophilus laticollis, 
Ophonus cephalotes, Parophonus 
mendax, Pterostichus longicollis. 

The results show that the 
differentiation of the number of spe-

cies of arthropod communities is 
influenced not only by the moisture 
and soil conditions of the habitat but 
it is also highly affected in a positive 
way by the vegetation diversity and 
the development of the grassland 
vegetation levels.
- The Natura 2000 value Large Copper 

(Lycaena dispar) had very hard years, 
because the last 3 years was very arid, 
therefore we found very few patches 
of Rumex species which are their larval 
foodplant. 
- We monitored also the land use 

effects to Pannonic salt steppes and salt 
marshes. There were four type of land 
use in our monitoring area (1. grazing 
with horses 2. grazing with cattle 3. 
grazing with sheep 4. mowing). 
These four land use method, not 
caused great difference in the fau-
na of grassland. But the overgrazing 
and the mowing at flowering period 
cause spreading of opportunist spe-
cies.
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